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Below: Workers from JP Cullen and
Mass Bros. examine the hole dug for
the elevator shaft at Lincoln School.

Working through the summer...

It has been a great summer at our
schools, filled with hard hats, construction
workers, tree trimmers and plenty of
heavy machinery. Building projects for
the Facilities Improvement Referendum
are in full swing across the district. These
improvements include: replacing out-
dated heating and cooling systems with
newer, more efficient models; replace-
ment of windows, doors, and floor tile;
security upgrades; life safety upgrades
(fire/smoke alarms); and restroom up-
grades.

Safety is a priority...

Work has begun on the additions at Web-
ster, Schurz and Douglas Schools.
Construction will be happening at these
schools while classes are in session.

The safety of our students and staff will be

Below: Debris cleanup after cutting
down trees at Douglas School, prior to
the start of construction for the
addition of eleven new classrooms.
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What's Been Happening in our Schools?

Above: New floor tiles are being laid at
Lebanon Elementary School.

our number one priority.

We will take every precaution to ensure a
safe environment. Safety education will
be held throughout the construction
process.

Below: Demolition begins on the
blacktop area at Schurz School for the
addition of seven new classrooms.




Summer School Close-ups

The Three “R’s” are Alive and Well during Summer S chool

Teachers have come up with eager to learn. Thank you to our staff who
new and innovative ways to not only make learning
teach the fundamentals of Classes such as | Can Read, | possible, but also make

reading, writing and arithme- Can Write, and Mathemat- it fun!
tic, and the kids are excited! ics, encourage children to
express themselves while

Through a mixture of . : .
g mastering basic skills, creat-

journaling, games, and

exciting books, kids were Ing an opportunity to learn, \Lvﬁ.yiv(lj\j
thrilled to participate and

and a desire to know more.

Science Gets Sticky
at Summer School

Mmm Mmm Good!

A healthy lunch was provided free of charge to all

Summer School students this year. The free lunchwa s
sponsored by a federal program giving school distric ts
the funds to provide free lunches. The program was

based on the regular school year free and reduced

lunch program. In Watertown, summer school is held
primarily at the high school, making Lincoln School the
closest elementary school. The free and reduced

lunch rate at Lincoln is 52%, making our district e  ligible
for the program.

Students experience the wonders of Ooblek in their
"Mad Scientists" class taught by Susan

McMahon. Ooblek is a cornstarch and water
concoction that stays both a liquid and a solid at

the same time. When the children play with it in

their hands it can be molded and pulled, but when
loose, stays like water. The experiment was inspire  d
by the Dr. Seuss book "Bartholomew and the

Ooblek". The students highly recommend trying this

at home.



Summer School Close-ups

Down on the Prairie

Applied Conservation Construction
was held this summer at Riverside
Middle School. It was offered to
provide students with a hands-on
experience fabricating a walkway
to access the wetland area across
from Riverside Middle School.

Instructor Tom Gallmann worked
with several students to design,
build, and in-
stall the
twenty-six 10’
segments of
the walkway.
Students
learned every
aspect of the
¥ building proc-

" This area
known as RiverLab:
Environmental Study and Recreation
Area, was the innovation of RMS
Science teacher, Peter Watts. He
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started the project by doing a “seed
bank” study in 1995, sectioning off
four 3m X 3m sections and having his
science classes take samples in

each area. The soil samples were

put in sterile potting mixtures, grow-
ing the weed seeds to get a base-
line.

“This property is a wonder-
ful asset, not only to our

school community but to
our city...” Peter Watts

The actual restoration process took
place in spring of 1996. Funds for the
restoration have been raised by a
student group called Students

Against Vanishing Ecosystems (SAVE)

led by Watts. SAVE raised money
selling environmental T-shirts.

The RMS PTO also contributed by
paying for the construction debris
cleanup. Watts also wrote and re-
ceived a $20,000 grant from the Wis-
consin Environmental Education

A Great Move...

In an effort to be eco-friendly we are
taking every opportunity to conserve
our natural resources.

While some trees needed to be re-
moved in order to build the new ad-
ditions, several trees were moved to
different areas on the campuses of
Webster and Schurz Schools. These
trees should thrive for years to come
in their new locations.

* Pictured at left is one of two trees

planted in memory of Janice
Haberkorn and Jean Borchardt from
Schurz School. The trees were moved

™ by Dave and Rachel Zarling of Z-

Board, (WEEB) to train teachers in
Project WILD, Project WET, and Pro-
ject Learning Tree.

Completion of the walkway brings
the Riverlab one step closer to being
fully restored to offer learning experi-
ences for students and our commu-
nity.

Farm LLC in Watertown.

We are also making every effort to
reuse and recycle building materials
during the building process.

Construction Manager JP Cullen
has taken great pride in
diverting unnecessary waste to the
area landfills by implementing a

program to recycle all concrete
waste. This is facilitated through a
partnership with Waste Manage-
ment of Johnson Creek.




Summer School Close-ups
Healthy Body... Healthy Minds

Students had an opportunity to learn
about health and physical fitness

through summer school classes such as
Wrestling, Tennis, Girls on the Run, Snack

“Physical fitness is not only ong
of the most important keys to a

Time, and Gymnastics. healthy body, it i_s th_e basis of
dynamic and creative intellectua
Students experienced the physical activity." John Kennedy

aspects and enjoyed the benefits

that only an active lifestyle can pro-

vide . dren about healthy food choices to
develop habits that will serve them for
_ - Classes such as snack time taught chil- __ a whole lifetime.

Technology Rules

Computers are an important taught by Darianne Nelson. “Mega Bytes” to third and

part of our lives and basic Students were taught about fourth graders.

computer skills benefit all using the computer in a sim-

students. plified version of Microsoft The classes are fun and offer
Office. a creative outlet for each

At Webster School, Pre-K child, whether they are a

and Kindergarten students At Watertown High Schoaol, beginner or experienced

participated in “Bitty Bytes” Trygve Torgerson, taught user.
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Promoting Creativity

Our summer school enrichment Stamping , Arts and Crafts, and jewelry.
courses encourage and nur- Scrapbooking gave students
ture creativity in our students. an opportunity to express

themselves in creative ways.

Choosing designs and colors
allowed them to create some-

Whether we are encouraging thing that is uniquely their own.

the next great inventor or em- Allowing students to step

powering a child who will outside the box opens the door

come up with better ideas, to expression.

teaching students to be

creative is very important. In Pat Ludwig’s (see left) bead-
ing class students had a blast

Classes such as Beading, learning to make their own
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We hope you enjoyed your summer!

Watch for the Fall issue
of the Education Update
as we welcome new staff members!



